Child-like Faith -
the most precious possession in
the end times
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Introduction:

It is my heartfelt desire to transmit to you an urgent prophetic subject of apocalyptic impact. |
am presently experiencing severe challenges which made me investigate in the causes and
to learn the lessons from them. Thereby, it became more obvious to me that we as members
of the body of Christ will now more and more experience times of great adversities. This fact
is supported by many passages in God’s Word. Jesus Christ Himself, and equally His apos-
tles make mention of it in their epistles. There are biblical passages that could really stir up
our fear. In this connection, there is a particular subject, the child-like faith which is increas-
ingly under attack. Thus, it concerns every true believer.

| suggest to describe the present subject as follows: the child-like faith, the most precious
possession in these end times. Let me first define the meaning of “child-like”. | am certainly
not talking of “childish”, but of “child-like”. “Child-like” is a characteristic used by our Lord Je-
sus Christ Himself in various circumstances. Thus our Lord defines a faith we are supposed
to possess which corresponds to the characteristic trait of a child. And this is in total contrast
to the manner an adult person believes. Adults normally believe mostly in terms of their intel-
ligence, logic, their experience — and many times the ensuing consequences are contradic-
tions, critics, questioning and skepticism. The nature of child-like faith is then, of course, vir-
tually destroyed.

A child’s nature is unquestioning. He just believes everything. You could greatly pull his leg
without him being aware of it. This is exactly the trait our faith should have, i.e. not to ques-
tion or to mistrust anything. We should, like a child claim everything that is offered to us by
the Lord, because He is absolutely trustworthy. This way of believing is defined as child-like
faith, and this faith is truly precious and glorious. So | can well understand why our Lord Je-
sus Christ mentions in Matt.18:2-3 the following: And Jesus called a little child unto him, and
set him in the midst of them, and said, verily | say unto you, except ye be converted, and be-
come as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Consequently, we
would not reach our eternal destiny without this child-like faith. This manner of believing
bears in itself a great spiritual mystery.

The child-like faith is under attack.

Having been driven through a number of processes during these last months and in atten-
tively listening as well to the speaking of the Lord, it was disclosed to me that a more and
more intense attack will be launched against this particular child-like faith, and no believer in
Christ will be spared. The enemy may not interfere in many things — but he will try to take the
child-like faith away from us by any means. We may well be religious people with a Christian
faith until our life’s end. But something which is very precious can be stolen from us: the
child-like faith.

| am quoting from 1 Peter 1:3-9: (NIV — New International Version) Praise be to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can
never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's
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power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you
greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of tri-
als. These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even
though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor
when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even
though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and
glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

As many as three times, the expression “faith” is used in this passage. Let us make it very
clear what it really means: There is a faith which is more precious than gold. | am not aware
of how much value is actually a kilogram of gold. Maybe twenty- to thirty-thousand Swiss
francs. Peter however mentions that the child-like faith is much more valuable than a gold
bar. And it will even become more precious — and consequently be under much stronger at-
tack. What is the reason behind that such a big fight about this child-like faith is happening?

The role of a child-like faith

Let us make a tour in biology and look at an embryo more closely. Our topic will then become
really unique. The embryo is practically fed exclusively through the umbilical cord of the
mother. And it is through this little cord that the full life flows from the mother to the growing
child. Is anything impeding the functioning of the umbilical cord, then the embryo will die.
This is why also | like to make a comparison between the child-like faith and the umbilical
cord, the connection between the mother and the embryo. In exactly the same way, the only
possible connection with heaven — better with our Father or with our Lord Jesus Christ — is
maintained by faith.

Once the child-like faith has been impeded, or even stolen from us, we shall be totally de-
pleted from anything that relates us to Jesus Christ. What follows is useless religious emo-
tion. Basically, every person is religious. As such, the whole world is somehow religious. The
child-like faith, however, is something totally different. It enables and ensures the direct con-
nection with heaven. It is solely by the child-like faith that an intimate closest communion with
our Lord Jesus Christ can exist. And exactly this child-like faith will be increasingly under in-
tense attack by the darkness.

The expression “faith” is a vital term used in particular in the New Testament. We could for
example check out carefully the Word of God in whatever is connected with "faith”. We will
soon be aware that every basic promise of the heavenly Father, every deep experience in
our faith-life is always connected with the term “faith”. Always and exclusively! As an exam-
ple, the most important experience in our life — the personal salvation — is solely related with
the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. | have just quoted the above passage from the epistle of
Peter. Also, our total redemption is connected with faith. Then comes sanctification so
that we shall increasingly lead a truly sanctified life. This as well has to do with faith. The
same is valid regarding the transformation in the image of Jesus Christ, which can happen
only through faith.

In practical Christian life, there exist serious dangers in connection with these spiritual ex-
periences. The reason actually is that one tries to achieve these experiences through his
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own religious effort. This error can be found in practically all religions and false doctrines of
this world. It is a fact that in the unseen world, there exist always satanic counterfeits of all of
the true experiences. Whatever the LORD teaches, will be distorted by the opposition in one
way or another. As such, the satanic copy of the childlike faith is the effort undertaken by our
own religious strength. One tries to attain spiritual goals by his own religious effort. This is
truly a tremendous problem which most people are unaware of.

Based on my experience of many years in counseling, | am sure that most people, said to be
Christians, are caught in this endless struggle to comply with God’s law by their own effort.
One reads for example the bible and realizes what the goals are. And then one starts the re-
ligious stress. With total dedication, the Christian tries by whatever religious tricks to achieve
the biblically defined goals. However, this is the wrong approach, because everything is done
out of our own religious strength. The correct way instead is always through child-like faith.
More so, the spiritual vitality, the protection and the deeds of Christ for example are linked
even more with child-like faith. | am quoting in this respect from John 14:12: “.He that be-
lieveth on me, the works that | do shall he do also; and greater [works] than these shall he
do; because | go unto my Father.”

In any biblical reference, childlike faith is linked with the achievement of every spiritual goal.
The verse just quoted before deals with the deeds of Christ. This is of course a promise we
can dream of. Jesus simply says in a single verse: He that believeth on me, the works that |
do shall he do also; and greater [works] than these shall he do. Certainly, all Christians do
so — isn’t it? No, not at all — in actual fact we most of the time do not perform those works at
all. And where does the problem lie? It is precisely because childlike faith is missing. The
childlike faith is something so marvelous and magnificent. However, it is seen lesser — and
consequently the deeds of Christ as well. Furthermore, the spiritual fruits are also connected
with the childlike faith, e.g. the fruit of the spirit. And last but not least, which is likely to be
the most important thing: eternal life.” He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life”, as
Jesus said in John 3:36. It sounds so simple. And again it is connected with the common
place term “faith”. However, the true faith possesses always the same specific quality: child-
like faith.

How is faith defined?

The question to ask is not: “what”, but rather: who is faith? For most people, “faith” is just a
religious term or abstract information. Either we possess it, or not. Blessed is who is able to
believe. But most of the time, it does not work. Sadly, faith is missing exactly when it is badly
needed. If there are not many challenges, one feels to be a strong believer. But when we are
cornered, our faith has just faded out. But who really is faith?

Time and again, people are telling me that they lack peace, joy, love etc., which they have
apparently lost. And same is of course with their faith. But who is love, peace — or specifically
faith? The answer is always the same: It is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself! Through child-
like faith, man is intimately linked with Jesus Christ. On the other hand, there is no childlike
faith without our Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ and childlike faith are finally one
and the same.



In the New Testament, this correlation can be found repeatedly. On various occasions, our
Lord Jesus Christ said: “.he that believes on me, .....” For the sake of a better understand-
ing, | prefer to describe it in detail. To believe on Jesus Christ does not mean to experience
religious emotions. It rather means very bluntly: to be united with the Lord Jesus Christ! |
must possess a most intimate living relationship with the Lord. And based on this union
with Him, child-like faith can really develop.

Now if this faith, i.e. the most intimate relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ signifies the
most essential thing, you can be pretty sure that unnumbered attacks will be launched by the
powers of darkness exactly against this child-like faith. This is because in principle, we are
not really losing our faith, but our Lord Jesus Christ. And therefore, the attack of the powers
of darkness is finally not focused on our faith, but rather on Jesus Christ in us. But the only
means for a most intimate relationship with our Lord is really this child-like faith.

From various impressions as well as prophetic information | received, | was shown that we
shall now get into a time where child-like faith becomes extremely scarce. This means that
many Christians will lose faith. Still, people will be and remain very religious, and there will be
plenty of religious emotions displayed. Also, Christians pursue their usual religious activities.
However, the child-like faith will more and more disappear.

We can conclude that in the times to come the child-like faith will be the most precious pos-
session. Once this child-like faith has vanished, then our Lord Jesus Christ in us will vanish
as well — and of course everything connected with Him e.g. the power, the fruit, the deeds of
Christ etc. Therefore, | am convinced that our child-like faith will get under increasing pres-
sure through specific trials. Everything will be mobilized to make us lose it.

How is the child-like faith stolen from us?

How can it happen that the child-like faith is stolen from us? It will certainly not be a visible
thief with a bag who steals us the faith and puts it into his bag and walks off. The Word of
God knows of another thief. In John 10:10 it is said: The thief cometh not, but for to steal,
and to kill, and to destroy. It is Satan who tries to steal from us our child-like faith. But what is
his practical approach — since in some way we must allow him to do so?

To this end, | am submitting a few proposals. In the gospel of Mark, we find for example the
parable of the sewer. It deals with four different kinds of soil. The third soil bears plants with
thorns . And Jesus then explains in Mark 4:18-19: And these are they which are sown
among thorns; such as hear the word, and the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of
riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.

This brings us directly in contact with our christianized society. The following three areas will
surely steal from us the child-like faith: worries, wealth, and the lusts after all the other
things. These are the typical issues of our modern times with which we are daily confronted.
They are promoted in a clever way with all possible tricks of modern advertising techniques
and marketing. Every possible method is used to induce man to be kept busy and to be al-
ways on the move.



Recently, | went through an old writing which was made about fifteen years ago. | then as-
sumed that a time would come where the children will go to school five days per week. And
many people would work four days a week only, perhaps during about 35 hours. Today, this
all has become reality. Most people have more and more leisure time. And it is exactly
through leisure activities that many impressive types of bait are laid. We can find them there:
the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things.

It means that we must be kept busy by all means, to be on the move and challenged. And
exactly all of these elements of modern everyday life are drowning the Word of God. We
know that the Word of Good is as well a term used for our Lord Jesus Christ. And mean-
while, we have learned that our Lord Jesus Christ is the child-like faith, too. Consequently,
the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of the riches and the lusts of other things will always
destroy the child-like faith! And this development will be more and more rampant. Satan is
called the prince of this world. He is using every effort to steal from us in one way or another
child-like faith. Three of such areas have now been shown to you.

But there are much more to exist: Just let us take for example the human relationships. It is
surprising how the enemy uses, or better misuses wrongful relationships to separate us from
Jesus Christ. This did happen already during the history of Israel in the Old Testament. |
have just recently looked up again the books of Nehemiah and Ezra. In both books, there
were typically wrongful relationships that challenged the wonderful work of God. And this is
no different in the new covenant. Wrong relationships, conflicts with people etc. are exactly
so designed to steal from us the child-like faith.

Other powerful faith killers are the circumstances. | am convinced that these circumstances
will get worse from year to year. At present, the main topic is an economic recession which
however will soon be overcome. But meanwhile, the economists predict that it will last until
into year 2011. Whether or not the world economy will recover, is for the time being not im-
portant. But the fact remains that it is a clear indication of a tendency. In many areas of life,
the circumstances will drastically deteriorate. Thus many people will get under a tremendous
stress and under fear of their survival. The prophetic Word of God talks about that.

Our Lord Jesus Christ mentions that there will be situations among mankind to be compared
with the sea and the waves roaring (Luke 21:25). Maybe you have already seen a roaring
sea. Waves of ten and more meters in height are emerging. The prophetic meaning of the
term “sea” is: all the nations. In practice, this would mean that the entire mankind will be led
into such dramatic challenges — or circumstances — which correspond to a roaring sea. And
this will exactly be used to steal from us our child-like faith.

But the opposite is true as well: We shall survive in the times to come only thanks to our
child-like faith. Therefore, it will be under attack by all possible means. This could be in form
of diseases, epidemics or pandemics. The Word of God quotes them in various aspects. And
there is no doubt that this will happen. We can certainly suppress such facts — but they will
surely come — their signs are all existent at present. And everything is designed to possibly
destroy our child-like faith.



The spiritual meaning of challenges.

Of course, things could as well go in a different direction. If we are prepared correctly to face
all of these developments, and knowing the methods how our child-like faith can be stolen, it
is possible also that our child-like faith will be more and more awakened. We would then be
or become so-called over comers. According to the Word of God, there will be at the end
one single people only who will survive and achieve the goal. These will be the over comers!
And to overcome is possible only by child-like faith. For whatsoever is born of God over-
cometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, [even] our faith (1 John
5:4).The true meaning of the verb “to overcome” explicitly signifies that there will be most se-
rious problems which must be overcome. And if we do not pay attention, we shall lose every-
thing. Difficult circumstances are meant to be overcome. However, spiritual realities and
challenges cannot be overcome by mere religious emotions, but solely by child-like faith. |
am explaining it in more detail hereafter.

Some weeks ago, | was talking about the witnesses in faith (Hebr.11-12). At times, all of
them were involved in most severe circumstances. Normally, one gets defeated and will per-
ish. However, these “witnesses in faith” did overcome by child-like faith. Severe circum-
stances can destroy our faith. On the other hand, we could in them also become over com-
ers, if we really withstand them by child-like faith. Consequently, we shall be confronted
more and more in a tug of war. It is very clear that Satan will more and more use every effort
to steal from us the child-like faith. Perhaps, he may leave us to continue with all other Chris-
tian activities — but he will certainly not allow so with the child-like faith. And since this child-
like faith is the “umbilical cord” leading to all promises of our Lord, to heaven, to our Father
and to our Lord Jesus Christ, the whole attack from the satanic world is directed against it.

How to overcome Satan?

In this respect, we should know the strategies of the unseen satanic world. | am quoting 1
Peter 5:8: Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour. From a human standpoint, this consideration is for me
rather displeasing. At certain times, | was living at a place where at night time it was pitch
dark and without visibility at all. When approaching the house, a sudden rustling or a strange
noise from some animals could be heard. Every time when this happened, it put my teeth on
edge. As fast as possible, | ran into the house. — Now in this passage, a “roaring lion” is
meant. In my situation, there were probably but small animals making noise. But in the con-
text of our faith, there is a roaring lion going round to seek the one it can devour. Let us read
further in 1 Peter 5:9: Whom resist steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions
are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

As mentioned before, one should know the strategy of the enemy and think about it. The en-
emy will try with any possible means to steal from us the child-like faith. The reasons for that
can be well noted from this passage: so that we cannot resist Satan any longer! This is the
clear logic behind it. Once Satan has stolen from us the child-like faith, we shall be an easy
prey for him.



Child-like faith will thus become extremely rare, and Satan will do everything possible to
quench it. To that end, pressure comes from everywhere. Would there just be resistances in
the visible world, things would not be so dramatic. But according to the Word of God, these
pressures originate more and more from the unseen world. And exactly this fact is a fatal
strategy of Satan. Much could be said about that, and | did so quite often these last years.
Towards an enemy who can be seen, we can prepare ourselves. But to confront an invisible
enemy is problematic. Therefore, the attacks from the unseen world are the most hideous.
And these do not only affect our surrounding, but also increasingly our intelligence, our
thoughts and our whole being.

The faith of Jesus

Pressure on man will increase dramatically. After returning home from a week’s absence,
when | look more closely at the people, | quite often get the impression that their condition in
this short period has much worsened. They change more and more to their detriment and are
depressed. Tremendous forces will emanate from the unseen world in these last times — and
everything is focused on eliminating our child-like faith. Considering that the child-like faith
will become the most precious possession in these times, we can find proof of that from the
passage in Rev. 14:12: Here is the patience of the saints: here [are] they that keep the com-
mandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.

The conclusion from this verse can be quickly made, namely that towards the end, every-
thing will become quite challenging. Therefore, we must learn to overcome and by all means
hold fast to the Word of God and to the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. In this verse, we can
see a direct relation between the Lord Jesus Christ and the faith: The faith of Jesus. As
mentioned earlier, the child-like faith and the Lord Jesus Christ are identical. This would
mean that we would virtually not possess faith of our own. Either | do have the Lord Jesus
Christ — and if so, | also possess His faith. If however this intimate relationship with our Lord
Jesus Christ is missing, the child-like faith will also be absent. If the child-like faith is stolen
from me, then as well our Lord Jesus Christ. And in such case, | shall be dispossessed of
everything. What still remains, may perhaps be a nice bible at home and many religious feel-
ings which by the time will disappear as well. At the end, | will have lost everything. Our Lord
Jesus Christ and His apostles define this state apostasy.

Why do people backslide?

Christians do not desert Jesus Christ because they have decided to do so. Also, one does
not intentionally decide to henceforth no longer believe. This happens in a much more subtle
way because one does not even become aware of it. And in this manner, one loses for ex-
ample the child-like faith. The substance of the faith fades out, and this leads to the loss of
the intimate relationship with our Lord. All other Christian activities instead will be maintained:
the profession of our belief, bible study, worship and many more things. However, the inti-
mate relation with our Lord is gone — it has been stolen from us. We call this situation apos-
tasy.



According to the text quoted above from Rev. 14:12, things will now become tighter and
tougher. We are urged to prepare ourselves for the processes of end times as predicted
which for example can be found in the book of revelation. It will become of increasing impor-
tance to persevere and to stick to the Word of God and to the faith in Jesus Christ. To sum-
marize, we must be and stay in Jesus Christ. Whatever remains if the child-like faith and
as such the faith of Jesus Christ have disappeared, is mere “Christian religion” and an “anti-
christ-like” atmosphere.

The parable of the persistent widow.

In the parable of the persistent widow in Luke 18:1-8, we can find another basic passage in
which our Lord Jesus Christ makes us aware in the last verse that the child-like faith will at
the end be dramatically scarce.

The widow mentioned in the parable is a splendid spiritual example. She possessed a de-
termining quality: She never ever gave up until that she achieved her goal. She was treated
unfairly; and the only person who could help was the unjust judge. So her chances to suc-
ceed were rather remote. A just judge, | would say, would be certainly a privilege. But an un-
just judge is a contradiction in itself. And therefore, he would at the beginning absolutely not
understand the widow’s request. But she just came day by day to see him. She just did not
give in before the unjust judge.

Do you know what this widow was? A person who believes — in the true meaning of the
word. She was a person with child-like faith. How often do we usually pray for a specific
problem? How long do we stick to God’s promises in prayer? One week? A month? A full
year? If it takes longer than that, things will become rather tough and challenging. However,
this widow would certainly have “agonized” the judge during years! She just did not give in
nor accept to be rejected. She went to him time and again in her despair. And by her behav-
iour and her deeds, this widow shows us what child-like faith really means.

Our Lord Jesus Christ addresses to us at the end of the parable two quite essential verses.
Luke 18:7-8: And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day
and night? Will he keep putting them off? | tell you, he will see that they get justice, and
quickly. And now comes this essential final verse: However, when the Son of Man comes,
will he find (this) faith on the earth?" (NIV).

If you carefully consider this verse, you will rightly understand that exactly this child-like faith
will practically be no more seen at the end times. And this fact was shown to me by the Lord
in a much more intense manner. Child-like faith will eventually disappear everywhere. The
enemy will try by all means to steal from us this high quality faith. And this is why one will
hardly find it anymore. This is as well what our Lord Jesus Christ wanted to show to us with
this parable.

This particular faith and the faithfulness of this widow will be hardly seen by our Lord upon
His return on this planet. Much emphasis should be given to “this” faith, meaning faith as
shown by this widow, or child-like faith. Would the child-like faith not be so scarce, this verse



would certainly not be mentioned In the Bible. Consequently, the faith as portrayed by this
widow will become extremely rare.

Role models in faith.

There are many interesting details to be found in the Word of God. So, our Lord Jesus Christ
was much touched on occasion of two encounters. In the first case, it had to do with the re-
sponse and the respectful behavior of the roman centurion, when he begged the Lord to heal
his servant (Matt. 8:5..). The other case did concern the Canaanite woman who came to the
Lord because of her demon-possessed daughter (Mt. 15:21..). In both cases, our Lord Jesus
Christ was deeply moved about the faith of these two pagan persons. And quite meaning-
fully, He said that He could not find such faith in Israel.

This makes it very clear that our Lord Jesus Christ is reacting particularly to a person’s child-
like faith! This attitude moves the heart of our Lord. All those who live such child-like faith
make our Lord Jesus Christ to inevitably respond the needs. But this is exactly the reason
why in the parable of the persistent widow, He is much concerned in asking whether He
could find such faith upon His return to this earth. This obviously means that it will be ex-
tremely scarce so that we should be much on our guard.

Why does this faith get lost?

But what is the reason why this faith towards the end will hardly be found? Because it is sup-
pressed with all possible means. There exists another way of describing this fact, i.e. the
love growing cold (Matt. 24:12). This situation could be well explained in using as an ex-
ample a fever thermometer. Today, the temperature of our love is 36,7°C — and next morning
30°C only. And then it goes on until to the freezing point. The LORD Himself declares that
the (godly) love will grow cold in many persons.

But why does the love grow cold? This sounds rather strange. Could it perhaps be something
else which really grows cold, namely the faith? By faith our relation with our Lord is main-
tained. And those who are truly connected with our Lord Jesus Christ bear within them as
well the godly love. Now when the Lord declares that in many the love will grow cold, then
something must have happened beforehand: they have lost their faith! The child-like faith
was stolen from them, or suppressed. It is by faith that the most intimate relation with our
Lord Jesus Christ— or the connection between the wine and the branch is maintained.

The parable of the vine and the branches mentions unmistakably that the branch will imme-
diately wither as soon as it is separated from the vine. This happens in an extremely short
time. If the branch is not intimately linked with the vine, i.e. the Lord Jesus Christ, it will wither
within hours. A separation from the vine is enough to complete the job. Since it is the faith
which ensures the connection with the vine, it becomes obvious what will happen when the
child-like faith gets blocked or is suppressed. And for that our responsibility is involved as
well. The resulting consequence will be that without being connected with the vine, every-
thing will wither: the (spiritual) life, the activity of the Holy Spirit, the power, the guidance and
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many more things. Everything withers, blocks and grows cold. And in exactly this direction
goes nowadays everything. Our Lord has warned us about that in His Word.

How God works

But the Lord is still at work and tries by all means to refine this child-like faith. It should finally
become purified better than gold. As far as | was told, the maximum purity of gold which man
can achieve in applying chemicals and physical purification is 999%.. But 1000%. are out of
reach by man. On the other hand, we read in 1 Peter 1:3-7 that the faith will be found to be
more precious and as such purer than temporal gold. Consequently the purity of our faith will
be much higher than 999%..

This would mean that God will use every effort to constantly purify our child-like faith to be-
come more effective to lead us into a deeper relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ. Our
duty will be to cooperate with our Lord. In 1 Peter 1:3-7 and in other passages of God’s
Word as well, it is stated that our Lord knows of methods which He applies to cleanse and
purify us. The resulting consequence will be that our spiritual fruits will be improved further.
And also our child-like faith will become better and better. If so, then logically, our relation
with our Lord Jesus Christ will deepen. And exactly for this reason, the spiritual fruits will im-
prove. Fruits can be seen, touched and eaten. We can recognize them among us and with
us. And in doing so, one can readily perceive whether someone really (still) stands firm in his
faith.

This question was once asked by the apostle Paul to the Corinthians when he doubted about
their fruits. | quote 2 Cor.15:5: Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test
yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you- unless, of course, you fail the test
(NIV)? This text has far reaching consequences — and again we realize that everything de-
pends on faith. Obviously, Paul noted that — at least partly- the Lord Jesus Christ was absent
and therefore the faith as well with the Corinthians. How could he have possibly found out?
When consulting the two epistles to the Corinthians, it becomes quite clear: the fruits were
partly not as they should be. Strife, envy, jealousy, separation were existing, and certain
church members did not lead a life of moral integrity. Understandably, Paul was asking this
question, whether they really were living in faith. But in all truth, it was not faith, but rather the
Lord Jesus Christ who was meant, the substance of faith. This correlation becomes clearly
apparent in this verse. True faith and the Lord Jesus Christ stay always together in direct
connection.

We are taught that the eternal God wants to refine our faith continually through the Holy
Spirit. Compared with gold, we may perhaps possess a purity degree of 600%.. But we
should reach 1°000%.. Therefore, we shall be continuously purified, screened and cleansed.
Peter says how this purification is done with gold: by the fire. This fire, spiritually seen is
called: the fire of persecution and afflictions — or, in other terms: our daily challenges.

The Lord has beautiful plans with us and He wants to improve and enhance even further our

child-like faith. And this happens by means of challenges and demanding circumstances in

our lives, as they are ordained by Him. We can, of course, also perish from them, if we are

not properly prepared to face them. But our child-like faith could as well be furthered. And
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this is exactly God’s intention by allowing many seemingly unexplainable things to happen in
our lives.

We would certainly rather prefer to attend a faith training course to learn child-like faith. In ten
lessons or so, one would learn how to believe as a child. But such a training course would
probably be not worth it. Our Lord has much different methods in store to awaken in us the
child-like faith; these are: the fire of persecution, challenges and difficult situations in every-
day life. On the one hand, these could steal from us the faith, if we are not on our guards —
but on the other hand, they could equally awaken the true faith. This depends largely on our
behavior and our position —in part it is also just by grace, a blessing from our heavenly Fa-
ther.

In light of this, those people who really exercise their faith will become more and more pre-
cious. They could be declared as “spiritual showpieces”. And this is why our Lord Jesus
Christ was always impressed by people who, while being severely challenged, were acting in
child-like faith. The widow in the parable of the persistent widow was not somebody who did
talk about faith — instead she was with all her being a singular demonstration of child-like
faith!

Therefore, it becomes more and more important for us that we encourage each other in
child-like faith and to become true examples who by their deeds demonstrate child-like faith.
What encourages me, are not people who are very eloquent in making “Christian” speeches
— but rather those people who in difficult situations go through in child-like faith. These broth-
ers and sisters encourage me to persevere in my challenges and to walk diligently in the
paths of faith. We can find a negative example given by Job’s friends. Instead of strengthen-
ing him in his faith, they wanted to check up on his faults Job might have committed which
brought him all his misery. But in principle, Job would have needed from them quite another
support: an encouragement to persevere in child-like faith. Our Lord Jesus Christ as well did
so when He spoke to Peter in Luke 22:32: But | have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not:
and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. Thus, the more our child-like faith is
under attack, the more important become true examples who really live in it and profess it.
We should rather establish each other in child-like faith and to teach each other how to live in
child-like faith. Or by practicing our faith we ought to be examples for our surroundings.

Our contribution to support child-like faith

To conclude this writing, | am asking the question what we could do on our own so that this
child-like faith grows even further. | am giving a recommendation how | try to conduct myself.
| take time in much fellowship in the spirit with the Lord Jesus Christ. This will become
more and more important. Our Lord Jesus Christ was constantly challenged to the highest
intensity during the time He served on this planet. And how did He strengthen His faith? By
going to His Father at any opportunity, sometimes all night long. He escaped into the wilder-
ness or on a mountain to have communion with His Father. This was in fact the true mystery
of life of our Lord and becomes truly important to me. Our Lord Jesus Christ was like us man
with identical temptations, challenges and struggles in faith as we face them. And what was
His reaction? He just sought as often as possible the spiritual communion with His Father.
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In His contact with His disciples, His faith was hardly strengthened. They were partly more
concerned with other things. So they wanted to find out who among them might be the great-
est and the best. Or one of them cut off an ear, they denied and betrayed the Lord, and did
many more such things. All this did hardly strengthen the faith of Jesus Christ. Therefore, He
sought all the time the communion with His Father. In doing so, He was strengthened and
prepared to face all His challenges and His duties. It will be no different with us, too that we
shall be confronted with everything possible aimed at stealing from us by all means and
methods our child-like faith. The only thing left for me to respond to it is: to have more inti-
mate communion with our Lord Jesus Christ, until that | have all challenges in faith under
my feet.

By this communion with our Lord, much more will of course also happen in cleansing and
sanctification. | can detect in me as well serious misbehaviors and my own negligence caus-
ing my defeats. And exactly there, | am offering to the enemy the opportunity to steal from
me my faith. | could simply give in to my worries and circumstances. And this enables the
enemy to get hold of me and steal from me my faith via my worries and “negative” circum-
stances. But | shall be solely accountable for that. Whenever | give in to my worries, instead
for example to cast them on my Lord, they will overwhelm me and my faith. On the other
hand, I could as well diligently apply the instruction in 1 Peter 5:6-7 and to cast my burden on
the Lord: Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you
in due time: Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. The Lord would then take
care of me and my child-like faith would be strengthened. There is obviously an interaction in
the right sense between myself and the Lord.

Therefore, it becomes for me more and more important to seek as often as possible the Lord,
in order to, for example, discover all bad spots in my life or those areas which chronically
steal my faith. In this intimate communion, the Lord speaks quite often rather intensely. And |
then get more and more deeply rooted in the Lord Jesus Christ. In such a way, His faith en-
ters by the Holy Spirit into my life, the faith of Jesus is built up and strengthened in me, and
wrong things are disclosed. “Negative circumstances” can destroy us — but they can as well
drive me deeper into the Lord Jesus Christ in order that the child-like faith is built-up,
strengthened to become more stable. This depends largely on my cooperation and my atti-
tude.

Another point which contributes as well to the growth of faith is the intensive study of the
Word of God. In Rom. 10:17, it is said: So then faith [cometh] by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God. Thus, the direct correlation between the Word of God and the faith be-
comes obvious. Whoever is of the opinion that he does not need to constantly consult the
Word of God will most probably not get into a child-like faith and loose his remaining faith
rather rapidly. This is particularly valid in these end times. It is therefore of great importance
to be strongly founded in the Word of God, because all sorts of deceit, attacks and much
more else will come up in increasing intensity. Whoever is well established in the Word of
God, can safely overcome all obstacles of the “end times”. An intensive study of the Word of
God will therefore build up our faith in a most essential manner.
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Conclusion:

In this writing, | intended to portray in the sense of prophetic information that in the times to
come the child-like faith will be subject to intensive pressure with a view also to the global
developments. And this is why the child-like faith will become the most precious possession.
Whoever will keep it in these “last days” is rather to be envied. After all, the enemy will leave
no stone unturned to steal from us the child-like faith. However, we do have possibilities to
counteract against these tendencies. On the one hand, this could happen by spending much
time in the spirit with our Lord Jesus Christ, and on the other hand an intensive study of the
Word of God. By this combination, we shall be able to readily recognize wrong influences
that could jeopardize our child-like faith. If such wrong things are dealt with by sincere re-
pentance, more stumbling blocks against our child-like faith will be removed. It can then de-
velop itself more freely.

It becomes nowadays more and more important to encourage each other in our child-like
faith. Unfortunately, we must acknowledge the fact that more often the opposite takes place.
We are stealing from each other, though unintentionally the faith by our words and our spe-
cific misconduct or other bad things. And sadly this happens more often and is painful and
disappointing. Our Lord Jesus Christ once warned His disciples to pay attention how they
deal with the little ones in faith. Matt. 18:6: But whoso shall offend one of these little ones
which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and
[that] he were drowned in the depth of the sea. This is a very hard saying and a severe con-
sequence — but it is absolutely well founded and very much relevant today! The child-like
faith is in our Lord Jesus Christ’'s view a most precious possession. We should therefore be
very much on our guards not to steal from each other the child-like faith — this would have a
very bad impact on our lives.

Bruno Schar

30/12/2009

Direct link:

This is a translation of the original speech held on 17.06.2009 in German language no. 08048 entitled
“Der kindliche Glaube - das kostbarste Gut in der Endzeit* (available in MP3 format and in pdf format
as well) — see direct link:
http://www.schaermin.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=187&Itemid=13

Knowing that the quality of this English translation could still be improved, proposals to upgrade this
text are always most welcome.
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